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TVKC GENERAL MEETING

February 20, 2008

Present were:  Debbie Rezendes, Charlotte Hill, Hugh & Sandy Miskimen and Shirley Vrsan.

Since there were so few members at the meeting we decided to just discuss the SYM and talk to Barb Limbacher from the TR about the club and the dog park. 

Sandy has raffle tickets for members to sell for the SYM.  Please contact her at 330-364-6999.

The TR had a nice article about the club and dog park in the newspaper on Feb. 24.


"Life isn't about waiting for the storm to pass...
It's about learning to dance in the rain"
"When you feel dog tired at night, it may be because you've growled all day long." – Unknown

"Some days you're the dog, some days you're the hydrant." – Unknown
Love where you are, Love who your with and Love what you do. Unknown

WHISKERS

 Dogs have one set of touch receptors that differs from anything that humans have; these are a set of specialized hairs, called vibrissae, on their faces.  Popularly called “whiskers” These whiskers are quite different from most other hairs on the dog’s body.  They are considerably more rigid and embedded more deeply into the skin.  At the base of each whisker is a higher concentration of touch receptor cells than are associated with other hairs.  Because each whisker is longer and less flexible than normal hairs, it makes a better lever and amplifies small, light touches to a grater extent.  

Of the area of the brain that registers touch information in the dog, nearly 40 per cent of them are dedicated to the face, with a disproportionately large amount of that dedicated to the regions of the upper jaw that includes the whiskers.

Many dog fanciers who show their dogs routinely have their dogs whiskers cut off in preparation for the show ring.  It is argued that this gives the dog’s head a “cleaner” look.  Amputating these whiskers is both uncomfortable and stressful for dogs, and it reduces their ability to perceive their close surroundings fully.

Most animals use their whiskers much the way that a blind person uses a cane.  First, the little muscles that control the whisker direct them somewhat forward when the dog is approaching an object.  

Next they actively “whisk,” or vibrate slightly while the dog swing his head to drag these hairs across surfaces.

Since the dog’s eyes can’t focus very well on close objects, and this makes it difficult for him to see things near his mouth, the information from the forward-and downward-pointed whisker appears to help him locate, identify, and pick up small objects with his mouth. How Dogs Think; understanding the canine mind:  Stanley Coren

WHY PUNISHMENT FAILS

Most research has shown that what punishment does most effectively is that it momentarily stops behaviors.  This can be useful if, during that lull in behavior, you can substitute another behavior that you want and reward it.  One critical factor is the intensity of the punishment to use.  Most people start with a mild punishment and simply continue escalating the intensity when that doesn’t work.  The problem with a low level, virtually guarantees failure unless your dog is particularly soft.  The punisher must be sufficiently intense to reliably halt the behavior so that another behavior can be substituted.  Starting gradually simply lets the dog build up a resistance to the punisher, and in the end you will need an even more intense punishment to be effective.  Hover, nothing about punishment is easy.  If the punisher is very strong or very frequent, not only will unwanted behaviors be suppressed but virtually all of the dog’s behaviors will come to a grinding halt.  A punished animal will cringe, cower, or freeze; it might even run away and try to evade the person doing the punishing.  If the dog is not doing anything because it is immobilized by fear, then obviously we cannot capture and reward a better behavior until he starts to engage in active behaviors again.  This means that the punishment has actually reduced our ability to effectively modify the animal’s future actions.  Furthermore, the dog may become so focused on, or swamped by his negative feelings that he loses all understanding about which activity actually triggered the punishment, which completely defeats its use as a training aid.

It is much more efficient, quicker, and more pleasant for you and your dog to capture a correct response on a single try and reinforce it with a reward, rather than to punish the dog dozens of times for errors committed without giving him a clue as to what he should be doing. (How Dogs Think by Stanley Coren)



1.  What dog can’t swim?

2. How fast is the Greyhound?

3.  Which country is the longest (dog) fence located?


The phrase 'Three Dog Night', attributed to the Australian Aborigines, came about because on especially cold nights these nomadic people needed three dogs (dingo’s, actually) to keep from freezing
The constellation Canis Major (the great dog) follows his master, the constellation Orion (the hunter), as Orion crosses the sky. Sirus, the Dog Star, is the brightest star in the heavens and is located on the shoulder of Canis Major, lighting the way for the hunt.


The warmest days of summer, usually from about July 3 until August 15 in temperature latitudes of the Northern Hemisphere, were named the dog days by the Romans.  The brightest star in the sky at that time was Sirius, the Dog Star, and the Romans associated weather patterns with the stars.

The first animal to travel into outer space was a dog called Laika, which was launched in a spacecraft by the Soviet Union in November 1957.  The capsule was not designed to return to earth, and about a week later Liaka died of asphyxiation when the oxygen ran out – provoking worldwide outcry from animal lovers.  Three years later, in August 1960, the Soviet Union sent two more dogs-Strelka and Belka-on a 24-hour space flight.  This time the capsule was parachuted safely back to earth, and the animals were said to be none the worse for their experience.  (Believe it?)

MIND WORKS ANSWERS

1. Their legs are too short to keep their heavy, long bodies afloat.
2. It can reach speeds up to 44 mph.
3.  Australia (The Dingo Barrier Fence) When 

           finished, it will extend 3,306 miles. 

MARCH CALENDAR

National Mental Retardation Awareness Month

1st National Pig Day

2nd Dr. Seuss’ Birthday

12th Girl Scout Day


15th Absolutely Incredible Kid Day

16th Palm Sunday

17th St. Patrick’s Day

19th TVKC Meeting

21st Good Friday

23rd Easter

26th Make Up Your Own Holiday Day

APRIL IS CHILD ABUSE AND ANIMAL ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH

One of the first studies addressing the link between child abuse and animal abuse found 83% of homes with abused or neglected children also had abused or neglected pets.

Try and think of something we can do in April to promote this cause. 

NEXT MEETING

MARCH 19, 2008

BOD MTG. AT 6:00 P.M.

MEMBERSHIP MTG. AT 6:30 P.M.

GEIB FAMILY CENTER

NEW PHILA.

INCASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER PLEASE LISTEN TO WJER AND WTUZ







THERAPY VISITS





SCHOENBRUNN HEALTHCARE CENTER 1/28/08


Mike Hamilton with Minka


Diane Heller with Tipper





COUNTRY CLUB RETIREMENT CENTER


2/4/08


Charlotte Hill with Pixie


Diane Heller with Tipper





NEW DAWN RETIREMENT COMMUNITY


2/11/08


Charlotte Hill with Stormie & Pixie


Diane Heller with Tipper





HENNIS CARE IN BOLIVAR 2/13/08


Susan Andreas with Digger


Shirley Vrsan with Ivy


Debbie Rezendes with Della





AMBERWOOD 2/18/08


Charlotte Hill with Pixie


Diane Heller with Tipper











