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JUNE 2008


TVKC GENERAL MEETING 

May 21, 2008

President Hugh Miskimen called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Those present were: Hugh & Sandy Miskimen, Charlotte Hill, Shirley Vrsan, Cynthia Stout, Joan Zion, Sarah Ghezzi, Susan Andreas & Karen Urfer.

Treasurer’s Report: Charlotte Hill made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report as presented. Susan Andreas seconded.  All were in favor.

Secretary’s Report: Charlotte Hill made a motion to accept the report as written in the May newsletter, Sandy Miskimen second.  All were in favor.

Old Business:   

Membership vote:  Vote was taken by secret ballot and both members were voted into the club.

SYM:  Sandy, Shirley & Sarah gave an update on this event and said that there are 13 Corporate Sponsors.  8 have paid $100 and 5 are donating their time which is equal to that amount or more.  Also we have received more donations.
New Business:

Canal Dover Parade:  Members decide not to attend the parade because there would not be enough people and dogs participating.

Pets On Parade:  The Geib Center is putting on this event at their Dover location on N. Wooster Ave.  The time will be 9-11 a.m. and everyone is supposed to be there with his or her dogs around 8:30.  There will be a cost for pictures of you dog this year 

if you are interested.  There will be morning snacks available for everyone.  The public is invited.  Please be sure to support this event.  Geib has been very generous in supporting our club.

Since there was no other business, Sandy made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Shirley second.  Meeting adjourned.


WE ARE IN NEED OF MEMBERS TO VISIT LOCAL NURSING HOMES. PLEASE HELP TO CONTINUE OUR CLUB’S 20-YEAR TRADITION. CHARLOTTE HILL 330-243-3082 OR THE EVENING VISITS SUSAN ANDREAS 330-878-5977


1.What author is considered to be the first to write about dogs? 

2.What is the number 1 healthiest city for pets?

3.The Poodle originated in what country?

4.  How big was the smallest mature dog?


DOG’S NIGHT VISION

The dog has more light-gathering power in his eyes because of larger lenses.  To gather a lot of light, a lens has to be big.   Animals that are active in dim light usually have large corneas.  Notice how large your dog’s corneas are in comparison to humans. Dogs have an additional mechanism to meet the needs of night hunting that is not found in humans. 

You might have noticed that at night, when a dog’s eyes are caught by car headlights or in a flashlight beam, they seem to glow with an eerie yellow or green hue.  This color comes from the “reflecting tapetum” (tuh-pee-tuhm) behind the retina (the membrane at the back of the eyeball that transmits the image to the optic nerve), which acts as a sort of mirror.  The reflecting tapetum bounces back at the retina any light that has not been caught, thus giving a second chance at catching the dim light entering the eye.  This reflective happening in the tapetum causes a glow, which adds to the light’s brightness and also slightly changes the color of the light that is reflected back.  However, the light does not return along exactly the same path as it entered but bounces off at an angle, there is a clear trade-off between sensitivity to low levels of light and the ability to clearly see fine details.

Husky type dogs, particularly those with blue eyes, may not have a reflecting tapetum and their eyes may not glow when illuminated.  This appears to be an accidental occurrence that resulted from selective breeding.  The high northern regions that these dogs were bred to work in are covered with snow most of the year.  This provides an environment that naturally reflects any light from the night sky and improves visibility of objects.  It is possible that the light bouncing back from the tapetum didn’t provide any advantage in this environment, and so this special structure just got lost in the breeding. Some researchers have suggested that not having the tapetum in an environment where there is always some reflected ground light might actually be an advantage, since it would provide more ability to see small details without any significant loss of light sensitivity.

It is has been estimated that the dogs needs only one-quarter of the amount of light that humans do to see things at night.  Incidentally, the eyes of cats, which are the ultimate night hunters, are even more sensitive and require only one-seventh the amount of light than humans do to see.


If you think dogs can't count, try putting three dog biscuits in your pocket and then give him only two of them. -Phil Pastoret

"Until one has loved an animal a part of one's soul remains unawakened" Anatole France
A watchdog is a dog kept to guard your home, usually by sleeping where a burglar would awaken the household by falling over him. --Anonymous
A closed mouth gathers no foot.

JUNE CALENDAR

1st    Donut Day

1st –7th Pet Appreciation Week

10th National Yo-Yo Day

14th Flag Day

15th Father’s Day

17th Eat Your Vegetables Day

20th Ice Cream Soda Day

20th Take Your Dog to Work Day

22nd – 28th Animal Rights Awareness Week

JUNE IS 

ADOPT A SHELTER PET MONTH

Nearly 4000 dogs served in Vietnam and saved up to 10,000 American servicemen through their scouting and sentry duties. When withdrawing from Vietnam in 1973, the military classified the dogs as surplus equipment to be left behind during evacuation. Many dogs were left with South Vietnamese allies who were afraid of the dogs and didn't know how to handle them. Many of the dogs were euthanized, and many more perished at the hands of their inexperienced South Vietnamese handlers. Only a handful of Vietnam war dogs made it back to the United States. Many handlers and trainers who worked with these dogs were traumatized by having to leave their faithful companions behind, stating that the dogs saved their lives and often did more work than they did.


HARD-WIRED

If you can’t teach your old dog a new trick, it may be because their genetics and brain physiology are working against you.  The behavior of dogs, like that of all animals, is shaped in part by instinct that is essentially hard-wired into the animal.  Over time, this unlearned behavior has been honed by human choice via selective breeding to create the variety of dogs we have today.  For example, herding dogs are hard-wired to control the movement of the animals; they’ll intimidate, stare, stalk, bark, and nip to do so.  Hunting breeds such as pointers and setters instinctively tack game and freeze to point it out, while retrievers bring wounded or dead animals to their owners (whether they want it or not).  Hounds are far more independent, and will take off on their own in pursuit of prey, using scent or sight (or both).  Terriers are famously aggressive, driven to kill animals like rats and other vermin, which they’ll furiously dig to catch.  Although many of the most popular American Kennel Club dog breeds no longer work for a living, they still show signs of these ingrained behaviors. www.pbs.org
MIND WORKS ANSWERS 

1.   Homer

2. Denver, CO.

3. Germany

4.The smallest mature dog was a Yorkshire Terrier that was 2 1/2 inches high at its shoulder. The tallest dog ever was a Great Dane who stood 41 inches high.

New members to be voted on next meeting.

Tiffany Findley

Cynthia Roof

Sandy Limbaugh

Paul Magee

NEXT MEETING:

JUNE 18, 2008

BOD MEETING 6:00 P.M.

GENERAL MEETING TIME: 6:30 P.M.

AT THE GEIB CENTER IN NEW PHILADELPHIA






THERAPY VISITS





AMBERWOOD CENTER


5/12/08 (10:30 a.m.)


Shannon Beavers with Sidney


Sandy Miskimen with Mollie


Hugh Miskimen with Pete





HENNIS CARE IN BOLIVAR 5/14/08 (6:45P.M.)


Susan Andreas with Digger


Shirley Vrsan with Ivy


Joan Zion with Chloe


Steve Zion with Zoey





PARK VILLAGE 5/19/08 (10:30)


Diane Heller with Tipper








